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Introduction
To honor Professor Klaus Thurau, M.D., on the occasion
of his formal retirement (Professor Emeritus), Kiyoshi
Kurokawa, as president of the International Society of
Nephrology, Barry Brenner, and Detlef Schlo¨ndorff
formed an international organization committee for a
Klaus Thurau Festschrift. In consultation with Klaus
Thurau, the committee felt that a scientific symposium
would be the most appropriate way to honor this outstand-
ing and ever active scientist. With the generous help of
numerous sponsors (Table 1) and a scientific advisory
committee, a superb two-day conference on “Renal Hemo-
dynamics: Cellular and Molecular Determinants” was or-
ganized and held September 18–21, 1997, at the beautiful
Monastery of Seeon in the foothills of the Bavarian Alps.
The symposium was structured to encompass genetic, mo-
lecular, cell biological, developmental, anatomical, physio-
logical, and pathophysiological aspects of the kidney, for
the purpose of integrating these into new concepts, thus
gaining insights into their roles in normal/abnormal renal
function and hypertension.
In the environs of the magnificently restored 12th to 18th
century monastery, a scholarly and collegial atmosphere
immediately established itself, and a spirit of enlightenment
prevailed, as befitting the occasion of honoring the enlight-
ened humanistic scientist, Klaus Thurau.
Thurau has had a long and successful career as an
investigator in renal physiology and as a distinguished
leader of international nephrology. He was born in 1928 in
Saxony, Germany, and received his medical education from
1950 to 1955 in Erlangen and Kiel. In 1956, he was
fortunate to be accepted by Kurt Kramer as a postdoctoral
fellow in the department of physiology in Go¨ttingen. It was
Kramer, with his ingenious concepts of renal function, who
inspired and stimulated Thurau and a number of other
talented scientists to devote their interests to renal physi-
ology, an area of research that had just begun to flower
vigorously. In 1958, Kramer sent Thurau to the Basel
laboratory of Heinrich Wirz, who had just established his
brilliant concept of the counter current system in the renal
papilla. Thereafter, a decade of intensive research was
punctuated by frequent periods of research in the United
States. The first of these was from 1959 to 1960 with
Donald Gregg at the Walter Reed Army Institute of
Research in Washington, D.C. Following an acquaintance-
ship made at a symposium organized by Kramer in Go¨ttin-
gen in 1959, Thurau then went to Carl Gottschalk at
Chapel Hill in 1964, to the physiology department of the
New York University in 1967, as Gilman visiting professor
of physiology to Heinz Valtin at Dartmouth Medical Col-
lege in Hanover, New Hampshire in 1968, and to the
Mount Desert Island Laboratory in Salisbury Cove, Mas-
sachusetts in 1969. The highly concentrated academic
atmosphere in Go¨ttingen and the spirit of freedom, com-
petition, and internationality that he experienced as a guest
scientist in the United States molded his “Weltan-
schauung” and his dynamic liberal and generous personal
style.
When Kramer moved to Munich in 1965 to head the
Department of Physiology he was accompanied by a num-
ber of his younger colleagues, including Thurau, who was
subsequently appointed to a chair in the Munich depart-
ment in 1968. When Kramer became president of the
International Society of Physiology in 1971 and of its 25th
International Congress, to be held in Munich, Thurau
assumed the position of general secretary, with the onerous
task of organizing the congress. This he did with bravour.
The enormous success of the congress was an immediate
testimony to his immense organizational talents, and was
the starting point for his subsequent impressive career in
national and international scientific organizations. In the
years from 1971 to 1983, he became a council member,
treasurer, and finally general secretary of the program
committee of the 29th International Congress of Physiolog-
ical Sciences in Sydney, Australia. Since 1978, he has held
a variety of distinguished positions in the International
Council of Scientific Unions (including treasurer and mem-
ber of the executive council). He has been active in the
International Society of Nephrology since 1972, culminat-
ing in a term as President of the ISN from 1987 to 1990.
Despite his intense activities in numerous national and
international scientific organizations, Thurau has suc-
ceeded in preserving the academic traditions and high
scientific standards in renal physiology that he experienced
in Kramer’s departments in Go¨ttingen and Munich. In the
early 1970s, the most modern methods of the time were
established in Thurau’s Munich department—for example,
micropuncture, the isolated perfused tubule technique, and
electron microprobe analysis. Thurau’s concept of tubulo-
glomerular feedback control of renal blood flow and glo-
merular filtration under physiological and pathophysiolog-
ical conditions were further refined and developed. The
micropuncture technique was adapted as a new (and very
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effective) method for studying cerebral blood flow, and the
enzymatic characteristics of the renal renin-angiotensin
system were intensively investigated. Accordingly, numer-
ous scientists from all over the world visited Thurau’s
department, and during those years it became an interna-
tionally recognized center for renal physiology and patho-
physiology.
It is the combination of his immense energy, enthusiasm,
and the encouragement of those around him; his involve-
ment in various national and international academic activ-
ities; and his achievements as a scientist, editor, sponsor,
and academic teacher that have culminated in his receiving
a series of honors and prestigious prizes. Thurau is the
recipient of the Homer W. Smith Award and the Richards
Award of the American Society of Nephrology, holds
membership in many scientific academies, and has honor-
ary memberships in numerous national nephrological soci-
eties.
During this symposium on “Renal Hemodynamics: Cel-
lular and Molecular Determinants,” Thurau’s spirit of
scientific curiosity and enthusiasm prevailed throughout,
and inspired fruitful formal and informal discussions. A
wonderful time was had by all participants, which is ade-
quate proof that good science is also good fun. We grate-
fully appreciate the contributions of the participants who
ensured the success and high quality of this Festschrift for
Klaus Thurau.
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